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finance, for which indeed he had a more than ordinary aptitude,
and if he could have pursued his own way untrammelled, he
would have allowed no deficit, notwithstanding the large outlay
on material improvement. But although frugal thrifty and
economical in respect to public expenditure, he was neither
niggardly nor short-sighted. No man ever understood better
than he did the manifold needs of India and the financial
means whereby alone they can be supplied. In order to afford
these means he thought that the income-tax ought to have been
maintained for a time, and the fact of his thus thinking affords
additional proof of the wisdom of Wilson in proposing the
income-tax in 1860. The great economist from England and
the great Anglo-Indian statesman thought the same in this
matter, and the presumption was strong that a financial maxim
upon which John Lawrence and James Wilson were agreed,
must be right for their time at least.

During the last few months of John Lawrence's incumbency
I became Financial Member of Council. He was himself about
to depart, and he enjoined me to cause the income-tax to be
reimposed' if that should be found possible. Otherwise he
anticipated trouble for Indian financiers; the deficit would
continue; the country absolutely needed improvement, and yet
it was difficult to induce the wealthier classes to undergo
the necessary sacrifices. These views sometimes gave a gloomy
tinge to his conversation regarding finance. I promised him,
however, that no effort should be spared in the pursuit of his
principles, declaring that if possible deficit should be overcome
and surplus secured. The next chapter will show how this
promise was fulfilled during the succeeding years.

The close of his administration was brightened by the suc-
cessful issue of the expedition against Magdala, the capital and
stronghold of King Theodorus in Abyssinia. He rejoiced at
his old friend Sir Eobert Napier (now Lord Napier of Mag-
dSla), the Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army, bring
appointed by Her Majesty to command the expeditionary force,
and he willingly placed at Napier's disposal the troops, the
materiel and other resources belonging to India.
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